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There is a story, which says that on the sixth day, God turned to the angels and said, “Today I am going to create a land called Israel.  It will have a little of everything.  It will have a snow-covered mountain; it will have high cliffs overlooking sandy beaches with an abundance of sea life.  It will have green pastures and a desert as well.  It will flow with milk and honey, and I shall make the land rich so its inhabitants will prosper.”

“But Lord,” the angels protested, “don’t you think you are being too generous to these people?”

“Not really,” God replied, “just wait and see the neighbors I am going to give them.”

Daniel Gordis, the author of the beautiful and moving book, “If a Place Can Make You Cry,” wrote this past week about a Yom Yerushalayim concert attended by thousands of Israelis – religious and secular, “When the first of the two bands ended their set and played their best-known song, “Od Yavo Shalom Aleinu” (“peace will come some day”), a song in which the refrain is one Arabic word, “salaam,” the crowd went wild, cheering and singing along, I could scarcely believe my ears.

“Ringed by security personnel because there really are people out there who would like to kill them as we were gruesomely reminded Wednesday, these kids were still singing and clapping to songs about peace.

“Looking from the promenade into an Arab village from which they probably wouldn’t emerge if they actually walked down into it, they were still singing “salaam” and swaying to a song they didn’t want the band to stop playing.

“Too bad the leaders of Hamas and Islamic Jihad couldn’t have been there for a few moments to witness this.  If they had been, maybe they would have gotten it.

“They’ll never, ever win.  No matter how many buses they blow up, how many people they kill.  This is not a population or a generation that will be scared into leaving, or into despair.  The hope of this place runs too deep.

“You go to a night like that and you know we’re ok.  Despite everything, despite all the scars, despite the blood still wet on the streets of our downtown, we’re going to be fine. Why would one stay in this country?  Like our friends, we never wonder.”

People seem to forget that the enemies that Israel is fighting use ambulances to transport suicide bombers.  They pack their explosives with nails and rat poison, so if someone survives, the damage will be even greater.  They target families sitting down to celebrate a Passover seder.  A young girl’s bat mitzvah celebration in Hadera was transformed, in her own words, from the happiest day of her life, to the saddest day, as her grandparents were killed by the suicide intruder.  They praise those who murder by naming streets and plazas after them, and plastering their pictures on public walls and on elementary school bulletin boards. After a bombing in July which killed 11 people, 4,000 Palestinians celebrated by passing out sweets and dancing in the streets to celebrate deaths of Israelis. Mothers praise Allah for the nachas they get from their children who perform these acts.

Yet despite all this, it goes out of its way to try to avoid taking the lives of non-combatants.  Soldiers take courses as part of their training to emphasize the obligation to preserve life and limit casualties on both sides. When Israel makes a mistake, it investigates, admits if it is wrong, and tries to make amends.  It takes no joy in these acts, and it is most definitely not the policy of the government of Israel to target civilians.

If anything, the thing which constantly amazes me is how little hatred or vengeance there is in Israel for Arabs.  Despite all that surrounds them, and the loss of over 600 Israeli lives, along with severe injuries to thousands of others, vigilante and extremist groups are almost non-existent, and if they are discovered, are arrested.  Even hateful speech about Arabs is a crime which is prosecuted and not tolerated.  Bumper stickers with anti-Arab slogans are prohibited. 

Hamas leader Ismail Haniye was right when he told a Washington Post reporter a few years ago, during the height of the Oslo War, “Jews love life more than any other people, and they prefer not to die.”  He was explaining why he thinks the suicide bombing tactics would be so successful against Israel.  His testimony also accurately characterizes the principles which guide the Israeli army in its tactics. 

An extraordinary article by Scott Anderson in the New York Times Magazine of May 12th followed an elite commando unit of reservists, which means they all have regular jobs 11 months of the year as lawyers, bankers, construction workers and farmers.  They come from all parts of the political spectrum.  The amazing thing about the article is that it accurately captures the humanity, decency and basic morality of Israel’s fighting forces.  

Forced to use the home of a Palestinian as a base of their operations, the soldiers are all uncomfortable in this role.  They delicately roll up the carpets, and move them along with breakable objects out of the way.  They are forbidden to touch or use anything belonging to the family, and the writer describes that one soldier is given the job of feeding and watering the chickens in the yard.  

Throughout the whole operation, they seek to minimize loss of life, on both sides.  

The reporter chronicles an incident in which a house is searched for terrorists.  A man living comes out with his hands up, and is asked if there is anyone else inside.  It is explained to him in clear Arabic that anyone still inside will be shot.  I quote from the article, “The man nods.  ‘Everyone is out.’…With the Palestinian man leading the way, the commander suddenly spots a figure moving in the dark.  Shouting a warning to his comrades, he pushes up against the wall and raises his assault rifle to fire, but then hesitates for a fraction of a second, long enough for him to realize that the figure is not a gunman, but a young child…(Angrily, the commander says,)  Three times I asked the father if everyone was out, and three times he forgets his own son.”

It is almost as if the Israeli soldier is more concerned with the life of the child than the child’s own father.

Anderson then describes a daring maneuver in which a potential suicide bomber who has come close to the troops is disarmed by being tackled and is not shot by the soldiers whose lives he is threatening.  He writes, “Any other army in the world, faced with the very real threat of suicide bombers, would probably have simply shot the man in the street…and the boy in the house.”

If only the world knew.  If only the world knew the truth about the decency and morality of Israel and its soldiers. 

When we pray, wherever we are in the world, we face towards Jerusalem.

In those prayers, we ask, three times a day, to be gathered from the four corners of the earth to the land of Israel.

Jews living in Elephantine, Egypt in the first century, one of the earliest of Diaspora communities understood the importance of the connection, for there are records of them sending contributions to help support the Temple and the people living in Israel.  

Yehuda HaLevi, the medieval Jewish philosopher and poet, expressed the feelings of many when he wrote, “I may be in the West, but my heart is in the East.”

I could continue with countless other citations, but let these few examples suffice to convey the depth and the breadth, as well as the longevity and extent of this love affair between the Jewish people and the land of Israel. 

One of the things that is somewhat unique about the Jewish experience and which is an aspect of this relationship to the land of Israel is that we are not just a religion, or a faith group.  Obviously, we are that.  But Jews also perceive ourselves to be an eternal people, with a shared destiny, a common heritage, and a distinct vision.  One of my favorite teachings from the midrash likens the Jewish people to a lamb, for whenever any one part of that lamb feels pain, the whole lamb feels it as well.

When Zionism was first conceived, as a political movement, therefore, it did not spring out of nowhere, but in the context of 2,000 years of longing to return.  Yes, it was the product of the nationalist movements of the 19th century, a phenomenon which gave birth to many other nations which hitherto had not existed.  Yes, it was a response to centuries of anti-Semitism, to the attempts throughout the millennia to isolate Jews, to persecute, murder, and annihilate Jews.  Hitler’s Final Solution was a solution to the 19th century problem known as the “Jewish Question.”  In the 1800’s with the emergence of nationalism, people asked – Where do the Jews fit in?  Are they part of the nation or not?  Hitler had one answer to this question.  The Zionists, led by Theodore Herzl offered a different response.  Zionism did not then, nor does it now, deny other peoples their right to a national homeland.  It merely advocated that the Jewish people were equally entitled to fulfill its national aspirations to live in its historic homeland and to have the chance to shape our own destiny.

Throughout the millennia Jews were denied equal rights and citizenship wherever they lived.  They were expelled from countries they thought were their home, places where they had roots, and had lived for hundreds of years, and where they had contributed to the society.  They were persecuted, tortured, and subjected to pogroms and violence.  The world’s record of hostility and inhospitality towards the Jews surely would be justification enough for the existence of a Jewish homeland.  

An important role played by the State of Israel since its inception has been to fulfill its mandate to serve as a haven for persecuted Jews and Jewish communities around the world.  For the first time in 2,000 years, Jews have a sense of security knowing that there is a nation whose doors will always be open to accept those individuals subjected to discrimination, rejection, harassment and oppression just because they were Jews.  Never too distant from our consciousness is the recognition that we live in a post-Holocaust world.  The memory of that act, when 1/3 of our people were taken from us, a short time ago, causes us to be especially vigilant on behalf of the welfare of our fellow Jews and sensitive to calls to isolate or destroy any part of our people.

Israel rose out of the ashes of World War II, yet its history is so much older than its modern existence.  It is both one of the youngest nations in the world, while also being one of the most ancient.  

Finally, Israel today is a source of great pride for Jews around the world.  We are proud to see what Israel has been able to accomplish despite being surrounded by 21 hostile nations committed to its destruction.  We are proud, not just of what it has achieved in the scientific, medical, high tech and cultural realms, despite the efforts to isolate her from the international community and the boycotts waged against it, but also of what it has done to revitalize Jewish culture.  

The fact that Hebrew is a living language, that there is a nation in the world where the Sunday paper comes out on Fridays, where people wish each other a Shabbat shalom, rather than “have a nice weekend,” where Jewish culture is alive and vibrant – this is a source of great pride to Jews the world over.  And the fact that Israel has remained so moral a nation, that its people sing of peace and that their children are not taught to hate, that it fights its wars with a commitment to morality, restraint, decency, and consideration for the rights of its enemies, that it has made more sacrifices in the hope for peace than any other victorious nation in history – This is all also a source of tremendous pride. 

First and foremost, I speak out on behalf of Israel because I believe in the justness of its cause.  

It is the fulfillment of the biblical prophecy and promise.  It is the inspiring story of the return of the Jewish people to its ancestral homeland, a dream never lost or forgotten throughout our wanderings.  In the millennia that followed the expulsion of the Jews from their land, Israel was always subjected to the control of foreign invaders.  The only time the populace living in the land of Israel were sovereign was during the period of Jewish reign.   

Numerous expulsions and persecutions have demonstrated how the world feels about having Jews in their midst, and so Israel is the one place in the world where all Jews know they are welcome and have a place.  Placards in Europe during the 1940’s proclaimed, “All Jews to Palestine”! And yet, a few months ago, the vice president of Brazil said that maybe the world would be better off without Israel.  

Israel deserves and needs our support, for there are all too many who are anxious to isolate and condemn her, which is one of the reasons why I am critical of those in Israel and the Jewish community who are so quick to speak out against the Jewish state, or to publicly point out its shortcomings.  

I am guided by the teaching of the sage Hillel who taught “Im ein ani lee, mee lee, If I am not for myself, who will be for me.”    

It is unconscionable that over 55 years after it was established, of all the nations founded in the 20th century, Israel is the only one that still must constantly fight to justify its existence.  Yet to this day, whenever an Israeli gets up to speak at an international forum, the United Nations, or any of its committees, delegates from the Arab countries walk out.  If Israeli journalists ask a question of an Arab figure, they are ignored, and treated as a non-entity, as if they do not exist.  All of this is part of a conscious effort to deny Israel its place among the community of nations.  

This past year, the head of the United Nations had the gall to actually ask, is it possible for the entire world to be wrong, and Israel to be right?  What a telling and silly question.  Just as the minority who said the world was round, when all believed it was flat were right; just as those who said the earth revolved around the sun, and not the other way around, were correct, so, too, are we right to support Israel.   Or how about the masses who joined the Third Reich and the Nazi regime when we were in the minority.  Maybe according to the Secretary’s perverted way of thinking they were right as well.  

Ostracized by the international community, Israel is not allowed to sit on the Human Rights Commission.  This body delights in passing resolutions affirming the legitimacy of armed struggle against the Jewish state and is currently chaired by Libya.  And Kofi Anan wonders if the world must be right since we are in the minority, and the whole world is against us?!

It is not poverty which leads suicide bombers to act.  It is fanaticism.  The bomber in August who took the lives of religious Jews returning from the Western Wall on bus Number 22 was an imam with two children of his own.  The woman who blew herself up in Haifa yesterday and murdered 21 people was a law student.  These are not impoverished people acting out of desperation.  They are the product of a system which hates Jews and admires and rewards violence and views as heroes those who take innocent lives, for it abhors everything Israel represents.  

Novelist Cynthia Ozick writing in the Wall Street Journal this summer commented about the depravity and sickness of a society which produces children who are “taught to die and to kill from kindergarten on, via song and slogan in praise of bloodletting…” and of how despicable Hamas leader Abdel Rantisi is, a physician, who is supposed to heal children, but instead recruits them for suicide bombing missions.  

An article in last week’s Wall Street Journal by the former head of the Rumanian intelligence service detailed the role of the Soviet KGB in setting up Arafat and creating his persona.  The forces at work against Israel are so much more sinister and complex than any of us can imagine.   

With the Moslem and Arab world lined up against Israel, the one thing Israel does not lack is people willing to criticize her.  As Jews we have a moral imperative to support the state of Israel and to work for its well-being.  We dare not be silent or neutral.  

I speak out on behalf of Israel because as the first generation to be born into a post Holocaust world, we have a special obligation to our fellow Jews to defend the Jewish people and its homeland.

Having not yet recovered from the decimation of one third of our people during World War II, we often question if the Jews who were alive during the 1930’s and 40’s did all they could to save Jews during that horrible era.  We dare not take for granted the miracle of the birth and existence of that which Jews prayed for, longed for and dreamed of for more than 2,000 years.  It is incumbent upon us to at on behalf of our fellow Jews.  

I do not believe we should consider the bellicosity and vicious calls for the destruction of Israel emanating from the Arab world as idle threats, nor should they be treated as mere harmless rhetoric.  Consistent with their policies, it reflects their ideology, and true intentions.

Some of us here today may recall that fateful day 30 years ago, when most of us were in shul for Yom Kippur and we first heard the terrifying news that, Israel was under siege, its very existence imperiled and threatened.  Once again, the Arab nations surrounding Israel sought to undo the forward march of history by attempting to destroy her, a goal they have never truly renounced or relinquished.

As a result of our history, we must take seriously threats to annihilate the Jewish people and the Jewish state.   

I speak about Israel because I believe there is no difference between anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism.

Israel constantly being singled out among all the nations of the world is clear evidence of anti Semitism.  

I speak out about Israel in order to condemn the hypocrisy of those morally bankrupt, non-democratic, corrupt, oppressive, repressive despotic dictatorships that actually have the chutzpah to criticize Israel.  It is more than just hypocrisy.  We know what is behind their actions, and should not be afraid to call it what it is.  Motivated by hatred and anti- Semitism, attempting to cloak themselves in the guise of respectability, as if they are only critics of certain policies, or of a country and not Jews, it is bigotry, and we must not allow it to go unchallenged.  

How interesting that the world is indifferent to the slaughter of thousands of Kurds, the eradication of tens of thousands of marsh Arabs in Iraq in the 1990’s, the brutal occupation of Tibet by China, the killing of Chechens by Russians, the human rights abuses throughout Africa, Asia, and the Arab world, the selling of blacks into slavery by Arabs in Sudan.  But if one Israeli soldier at a checkpoint happens to question a seemingly pregnant Palestinian to be sure she is not packing a bomb, it becomes an international incident befitting a Security Council motion and calls for international investigation.  

The world seems incapable of being able to distinguish between those who commit terror and the nation that has a legitimate right to defend its citizens; between the nation that has given back land conquered in a war of self-defense, something no other country has ever done, and those who seek to annihilate it.  They fail to distinguish between the side, which consistently takes risks for the possibility of peace and the aggressors who seek her destruction.  The world makes no distinction between those who at the risk of their own lives attempt to limit loss of innocent noncombatants, and those who wantonly and indiscriminately dispatch murderers seeking to kill and maim civilians and to inflict as much damage as possible. 

Arafat and his cronies have stolen from his own people from the billions given by the European and Arab nations, and no one says a word.   

The rule of thumb is occupations, population resettlements, refugee displacements, military action are not a problem, unless they involve Israel.  

I speak on behalf of Israel because what you hear in the media is not unbiased.

Israel clearly gets a bum rap in the media.  I sometimes wonder if the slanted way things are presented is the result of naiveté or stupidity, and if it is intentional or not.  

Shortly after the United States invasion of Iraq, Eason Jordan, the head of CNN revealed a secret he had kept for many years.  He was relieved to finally be able to let it be known that the reports they had filed from Iraq during the years of the Saddam Hussein regime were not complete. Concerned about the safety of their sources and their correspondents, he admitted that they had not always told the whole story.  Well, friends what makes you think for a moment that it is any different in any other Arab capital?  It is a known fact that the Palestinians regularly intimidate and threaten journalists who do not report on them sympathetically or favorably.  

I fault the media for not recognizing and adequately reporting on the hatred in the Arab world.  The extent of the pervasiveness of the anti-Semitism, the training that goes on there, and the way in which it is a breeding ground for violence is ignored or underplayed.  Hezbollah has created a new video game which simulates attacks on Israeli targets as a means of further indoctrinating a sick population.   Could anyone picture anything like this emanating from Israel?  

So I speak to correct the misinformation you receive and are exposed to by the media, to counter their bias and to supply you with the information missing from their reports.

I speak about Israel because I believe that the fate of Israel and of Jews around the world, and thus, of the Jewish people is one and the same.

It is the Jewish state, the only one in the world.  The one place in the world where the Sunday paper comes out on Friday.  Even the least observant person in the street will say to his equally secular friend on Friday afternoon, “Shabbat shalom” and hag sameach at the time of a Jewish holiday.

Established as a refuge for Jews from around the world, it is the one country which has rescued Jews in endangered communities and which opens its arms to accept Jews escaping persecution. 

Itai Bachur an Israeli writer I met this summer said, “With all the terrible difficulties there are in this country, and there are many, this is the only country where I can live, where I am not an immigrant.  Here as a Jew, and a secular, non-practicing one at that, I am home.”

When Israeli astronaut Ilan Ramon (alav hashalom) went into space, he understood this link which connects Jews around the world, and that he was a representative of all of us.  And so, he kept kosher on his mission, and carried with him a torah scroll rescued from the Holocaust. 

Intricately bound together, we share a common destiny, a common fate, and a common history. 

I speak about Israel because I take pride in her accomplishments.  

We have all felt a bit prouder of being Jewish as a result of what Israel has done.  

In 1974, Israel did what no other nation of the world would do.  It sent a well-trained elite group of commandos to rescue Jews who had been hijacked and were being held at the airport in Entebbe, Uganda.  The terrorists were not counting on the fact that the Israelis had plans to the airport, since they had built it.  They were not counting on the resolve and determination of the brave forces.  But most of all, they did not understand that Israel is a country motivated by the Jewish principle, Kol yisrael areivin zeh b’zeh, all of Israel is responsible for one another.  So that when the soldiers arrived they said to the surprised but appreciative hostages, “banu lakahat otchem labayta, we have come to take you home.” 

But Israel’s achievements go beyond what it has achieved on the battlefield.  In the field of science and medicine, it is remarkable what this small nation of six million has been able to achieve.  It extends health care to all, including Palestinians and Arabs.  It has made the desert bloom, while absorbing millions of refugees from around the world and creating a vibrant society and culture.  

I am not embarrassed to tell you, I still get chills whenever I see the Magen David emblazoned on the flag of Israel flapping in the air, and the Jewish star proudly gracing the tail of an El Al airplane.  (The service on the plane quickly brings me back to reality.)

I admire the ingenuity, resourcefulness and determination of this people.  After Israel committed the unforgivable sin of winning the Six Day War, France decided to punish Israel by not delivering a ship it had already paid for.  Amazingly, Israel went and stole the ship out of the French harbor and brought it to Israel.

I have witnessed, first hand, on numerous occasions how Jews apathetic to their history, and heritage have been transformed as they suddenly come to take pride and realize the beauty of our religion and how determined, tenacious and resourceful people we are. 

I speak about Israel because Jewish values live in Israel.

After the fall of Southeast Asia in the 1970’s, when the United States hastily withdrew from the region, refugees from Cambodia packed into small boats and set sail for freedom.  Known as “boat people,” they were initially turned away by the United States and every other Western nation, except one.  Israeli Prime Minister Menahem Begin said at the time, we Jews know what it means to be “boat people”, and to be turned away when seeking refuge.  With that, tiny Israel, with all its tzoris, became the first country in the world to open its arms to accept the Cambodians.  

Begin knew the second half of Hillel’s phrase which I quoted at the outset, “v’im rak lee, az mah anee, but if I am only for myself, then what am I?”  It is this understanding of Jewish values which motivates Israel to share what it has learned in the realm of agricultural technology so generously with African and other third world nations.  

Jewish values explains why in the long history of the world, there is only one instance when black people were taken out of Africa, en masse, not as slaves, but to be free.  Operation Joshua and Operation Moses, paralleled earlier rescue efforts, such as Operation Magic Carpet which airlifted the Jews of Yemen in 1948.  This effort in the 1980’s successfully brought thousands of black Ethiopian Jews, to freedom in the land of Israel.

Ani medaber al yisrael kee bezechut kiyuma safat haIvrit haya, v’hatarbut haYehudit poracha.  

I will translate:  I speak about Israel because due to the existence of Israel the Hebrew language lives and Jewish culture thrives.  

We surely cannot rely on Americans to perpetuate the Hebrew language.  I am certain that the only people here today who understood what I just said in Hebrew understood it because they spent time living or studying in Israel.

I speak about Israel because there is much we can learn from Israelis about the meaning of life.

Despite all the attacks, all the terror, all the loss of life, believe it or not, people still live life.  You wouldn’t know it from the news reports, but people go out and enjoy themselves going to the mall, beitei café, restaurants, as they defiantly strive to live a normal life.  We can learn so much from them.

I admire their refusal to succumb to hatred.  The news reported that the brother of the most recent bomber in Haifa, a member of Islamic Jihad had been killed a few months ago by Israeli forces.  In the past three years, there have been almost 900 Israelis killed by Palestinian terrorists, and thousands have been wounded.   Each of them has relatives, so there is no absence of people who could use the same justification to commit acts of violence.  Yet remarkably, they do not.  Rather they respond, like Eugene Goldstein who attended his grandson’s wedding and was wounded in an attack the next day in July.  His son, the father of the groom, was killed.  Despite the murder of his son, he said, “I’m not angry.  Anger just kills you and burns you up.  I feel sorry for the Arabs and Israelis, but I still have hope.”

One of the most difficult things Symcha and I did this summer was to meet the parents of Ezra’s commander.  Danny Cohen, a precious, beautiful, sensitive 22 year old who exhibited kindness and gentleness to all, including the Arabs he encountered during his patrol, was tragically killed at the Friday night attack in Hebron in November.  Symcha, feeling empathy for the pain of a mother, said to me, how can I meet with them….  And yet, we knew we had to.  We were moved by their quiet manner.  They had no bitterness.  Their son Danny was named after his mother’s brother, Danny, who also had fallen in defense of the State of Israel in the Yom Kippur War.  Without any rancor, they showed us schoolwork and drawings he had made as a child, and told us of the fund they had established in memory of their son to help soldiers who completed their service to get an education.  

In light of the sacrifices Israelis are called upon to make for the Jewish state, the least I can do is speak out on her behalf.

And then there is Sherry Mandel, whose son Koby and a friend were viciously butchered and his body dismembered in a cave not far from his home by Arabs.  So what does she do?  Does she become a suicide bomber and kill others?  No.  She writes a book called, “The Blessing of a Broken Heart” to deal with her pain and theological struggles.  She refuses to let her pain, and the images she sees of her son wherever she goes become all-consuming.  So she and her husband established a foundation which runs a camp for Israeli children who are victims of terrorism.  

The first words expressed by Hanna Nathanson, a mother who lost a child in the attack on bus No 22 in August was to ask people to do a good deed to bring them closer to God and to speed her family’s recovery.  Nava Zargari lost her baby Shmuel.  Yet she went back to the site of the terror attack and with trembling lips recited a prayer of thanksgiving for the six members of her family who had survived.  

Or there is Dov Avital, the new secretary of Kibbutz Metzer where terrorists burst in and in 15 minutes brutally murdered a 34 year old mother along with her two children 5 year old Matan and 4 year old Noam, and who said, while affirming the importance of the IDF tracking down the killers, “Although the thirst for revenge is natural, we need the strength to remember our message, and remain firm believers in our desire to live in peace with our neighbors.”

Yes, we have much we can learn from our brothers and sisters, including how to find meaning in life, how to deal with tragedy, how not to become consumed with hatred, and how to understand and appreciate what is truly important.   

I speak about Israel because I feel and share the pain it feels whenever a soldier is killed, a father is murdered, a young child is injured.

People like the saintly Dr. Yosef Applebaum, who had done so much to help improve medical care for others, and who simply wanted to share a quiet moment between a father and a daughter before a wedding did not deserve to die.  There are so many others as well, almost 900 of them.  

But it is not just because I am a Jew that I speak about Israel.

I speak out on behalf of Israel because I care about the fate of freedom and democracy in the world.

Similar to the Jewish experience throughout the millennia what happens to Israel eventually will happen to the rest of the world.  When terrorism first reared its ugly head in the 1970’s, the world was virtually silent, for after all, the victims were Jews and Israelis.  But we see now that allowed to get away with impunity, they have accelerated their attacks.  Terrorists have exploded a nightclub in Bali, the most populous Islamic nation in the world, even in Saudi Arabia and elsewhere.  None of these countries are “guilty” of being too friendly to Israel.

The reality is that, as Daniel Pipes has pointed out, the problem is not really terrorism, but rather Islamic fundamentalism.  Terrorism is the weapon they use, but the ideology behind it, whether in the Philippines, Malaysia, or the Middle East is predicated upon the teachings of Sayyid Qutb.  In a NY Times Magazine article several months ago, Paul Berman documented that in the 1950’s and ‘60’s he wrote about his desire to turn Islam into a political movement based on strict adherence to the Koran and the rejection and destruction of anything western or antithetical to their quest for hegemony and domination of the world.  

It is clear that each of us has to choose which side we are on, and where our sympathies in this conflict lie.  It is beyond me how any decent, moral person cannot sympathize with the plight of the people of Israel in their efforts to live a normal life and to defend themselves.

I speak about Israel because this is my people. 

Yes, Israelis are imperfect, brash and arrogant. Not a perfect people.  Far from it.   They are not the most patient, and do not have the best manners, but that’s the way it is with family.  We accept them, with all their faults.  Israel remains a democracy in an ongoing armed conflict, struggling for its existence and to defend itself in a sea of dictatorships and fanatics willing to blow themselves up and take with them women and children.  Its enemies take pride in killing people sitting down to a peaceful Shabbat dinner, or Passover seder.  Is there any question who we should be defending?  

Sure, we argue, and have many differences.  And that is precisely the point.  It need not be perfect to deserve our support and our love, for they are our people, and they are under siege.  It is precisely because we see Israel, warts and all, that we feel so passionately.

Finally, I speak about Israel because I love her.  

And so I hope you understand, and join with me in supporting Israel.  I urge you to support the Federation and its philanthropic work bolstering the social fabric of Israel.  Buy Israeli products, and purchase Israel bonds.  Attend our Israel oriented speakers and programs.  Join our Israel committee.  Become activists for Israel.    

Having shared our concern for her welfare these past 55 years, and especially these past 36 months, in the face of unrelenting and unprecedented attacks, we want the world to know that we are more determined than ever to remain vigilant in protecting, defending, advocating and supporting Israel.  I implore you to take the most important step, short of making aliyah, which is truly the best way to support Israel, and that is to join me in taking the pledge to visit Israel in the coming year.   

Do this because this remarkable, tenacious people continue to inspire us by her gallant and noble example.  Surrounded by hate, they refuse to succumb to the negative images or to adopt similar attitudes towards her enemies. 

They have shown the power of an indelible spirit, which cannot be defeated and have demonstrated that they will not allow adversity or adversaries to overtake them.  

I conclude this Yom Kippur message with the prayer I wrote a few months ago for a community gathering.

Ribbono Shel Olam,  Master of the Universe,

We ask your protecting care over the land and people of Israel.  

Shmor alehea, v’alehem.  

Watch over her, and guard them. 

Watch over and protect – 

The children taking the bus to school, 

the women taking their children to a movie, 

the grandparents taking grandchildren to a mall for an ice cream, 

the fathers on their way to work, and the children who hope they will not become orphaned, 

the elderly school guard who greets the children on their way to the schoolyard, the young couple sitting at the beit café, dreaming and planning their future together, 

the worshippers pouring their hearts out to you in prayer, 

the young soldiers hitchhiking to see their parents on leave, as well as

the soldiers on guard, protecting the borders and at watchposts and checkpoints, the teenagers simply seeking a carefree evening, going out for a good time at a disco, 

the father sitting in a coffeehouse with his daughter the day before her marriage, 

the immigrants who have come in search of a new life filled with hopes and ambitions

To all these, you owe them and us nothing less than that dear God.

And for our part, may we never to cease to speak out on behalf of Israel.  

Amen.   

