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We are here today – over 1,000 of us -- to let the people of Israel know that we stand with them as they seek to repel the latest threat they face.  

We stand on the side of the innocent children and teachers in Sderot who scramble for cover when attacked by a barrage of missiles.  They are not alone!  

The brave soldiers of the IDF who face down Hamas fighters who hide behind civilians and children, and who take refuge in mosques and use schools as launching pads have our support.  They are not alone! 

Israel uprooted 9,000 of its citizens in 2005.  It took a risk for peace.  They left Gaza, gave Palestinians the keys and said, “It is all yours.”  The Palestinians received land, resources and billions of dollars in aid.

Israel gave the Palestinians a chance for a new beginning, and removed any pretext for hostilities.  What was the response of the Palestinian people in Gaza:  to elect Hamas; to choose terror over hope.  
We are told it is the most densely populated area in the world, so let me ask:  
Did they build houses?  No!
Did they build schools?  No!
Did they provide jobs for their people? No!
Instead of building roads – Hamas dug tunnels to smuggle weapons.

Instead of developing commerce or industry, they imported tons of explosives.

Instead of building factories – Hamas built munitions factories to send rockets.

Rather than educate and elevate their children they preached, taught and instilled in them racist anti Semitic bigotry.  They tore down and destroyed greenhouses and replaced them with terrorist bases to launch Kassams instead.   

These Islamic terrorists have inverted the biblical injunction to work for peace.  

They have turned their plowshares into swords and their pruning hooks into spears.  
They could have chosen a peaceful path.  They could have developed their nation – and Israel would have been its greatest ally, trading partner and advocate.  The choice was theirs.  If they truly care about their people, they should not have launched the unrelenting, unprecedented ongoing attacks on Israeli civilians.  

Without any provocation or justification --- Over 5,000 rockets have been launched into civilian areas.  Without any pretext and for no reason, over 5,000 Hamas rockets have shelled peaceful communities and residents of southern Israel.  For the last 3 ½ years the people of Israel have not known a day of peace.

We have to ask -- why?  Why bring such suffering on their own people?  For one reason – because they want to destroy the Jewish state.

Despite all this shelling, what was Israel’s response?  It waited.  It hoped.  It warned.  It even begged.  It was mocked by Hamas for all of this.  

So I ask: Whose response to violence has been disproportionate?  If anything, Israel responded with disproportionate patience and restraint to unprovoked acts of war!  
Do not be fooled or taken in by Hamas propaganda, or by their use of children to camouflage their actions and their intent. 

Do not allow yourself to be deceived into believing for one minute that Hamas does not deserve what it is getting, for it brought it on itself.  Let those who proclaim concern for the welfare of Palestinians begin by renouncing the use of violence.
We here today, supporters of Israel are the ones who long for peace -- 


Peace will come when Hamas rockets are stopped. 

Peace will come when the nations of the world deny Hamas the opportunity to destroy the hopes of others.

Peace will come when they want a state more than they want to destroy Israel.

Peace will come when Palestinians love their children more than they hate ours.

Peace will come when Israel will be victorious!  
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