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To those of you who are blessed to be celebrating the simcha of a bar or bat mitzvah, I would like to suggest that you take advantage of this occasion to ask yourself:

· What values are meaningful to you?

· What does being Jewish mean to you?

· What about the Jewish religion would you want your children to preserve?

Pausing to reflect on these matters will raise other introspective questions, which are also appropriate to consider at this time of your life and the life of your family.

I want to ask you to consider one more critical issue, one which is linked to all others and which reflects the very essence of the significance of bar and bat mitzvah.  I would like to ask you to do an inventory of what decisions you allow your children to make and what decisions you make for them.  Make two lists and see what you come up with.

A group of parents with whom I recently met came up with a number of items for each list.  We compared what they do and do not permit their 12 and 13 year olds to decide on their own.  A fascinating discussion ensued in which it emerged that some did or did not allow their children to make decisions about clothing, selection of friends, how they spend their free time, going to the mall, and a variety of other choices which were on one list or the other.  Decisions parents do not allow their children to make ranged from trivial matters to more significant ones.

The reason I raise all of this is because I was surprised to learn from a group of 12-year olds that their parents are letting them decide whether or not they will continue their religious education.  I was shocked to learn that so many parents are willing to place such an important matter, which determines the fate of the Jewish people, in the hands of their children.

Are 12 and 13 year olds really capable of making this kind of decision?  Is it fair to place this burden on them?

Consider the options you are presenting youngsters:  staying inside and going to an extra class a few hours a week (which does not carry any academic credit) or having those hours to spend on whatever they want to do.  What 7th or 8th grader when offered this choice would choose the former?

It is not fair of parents to abdicate their responsibility and defer this decision to their children.

I urge you to take another look at your list.  What are the things parents allow children to decide, and what are the things are decided for them?

Hopefully, parents will realize that not going to religious school does not belong among the choices to be made by our children.
