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The oft quoted philosopher Santyana said,  “Those who do not learn from the past are bound to repeat the mistakes of the past.”  

But what about those who distort the past?  What about those who deliberately rewrite the past, as well as the present, and use it to perpetuate hatred and distrust.

We stand here today in front of the Embassy of Egypt and call upon the Egyptian government and the Egyptian people to turn away from the politics of hatred and to truly sow the seeds of peace.  

We stand here today with our supposed partners for peace, and ask what kind of partner for peace would perpetrate such vicious despicable lies?!

We ask --  Why?  Why must this go on, and when will the hatred stop?

The number one song on the Egyptian hit parade last year was “I hate Israel.”  It wasn’t number one because it had a catchy beat, or because it was easy to dance to.  It was number one because it reflects the spirit of a society fed a steady diet of hate.  It was number one because it captures the emotions of a people who are not allowed to think otherwise.  

We are here today to say – enough, enough of the hatred, enough of the anti Semitism, denying the rights of the Jewish people.

This kind of filth is found in the newspapers as well as on the radio.  Not too long ago, Egyptian columnist Ahmad Rajab, writing in the Egyptian sponsored paper, Al-Akhbar wrote these words, 

“Thanks to Hitler, of blessed memory, who on behalf of the Palestinians, revenged in advance, against the most vile criminals on the face of the earth.  Although we do have a complaint against him for his revenge on them was not enough.”





(April 18, 2001)
In a totalitarian country, which is a dictatorship, just as in all the other nations in the Arab world, the media is controlled, and so let us not be so naïve as to accept feeble explanations of those hiding behind the veil of free speech.  The only free speech tolerated in Egypt is whatever Mubarak wants to allow.  

This disgusting and deplorable attitude is found in the intellectual world, among scholars and scientists who refuse to meet with their Israeli counterparts, who do not allow Israelis to attend international conferences held in Egypt, and who shun and boycott them.

And now, the government sponsored television station is going to plunge the Arab world backward by broadcasting a tv series which will serve no purpose other than to arouse and incite even more hatred.   

And this is all from Israel’s partner for peace, and America’s ally ---  

The country which received from Israel the entire Sinai desert, a land mass, constituting over 60 % of its total territory, in return for the promise of peace.
The country which received from Israel oil wells it did not even know it had, in return for the promise of peace.

The country which Israel dismantled settlements for, and uprooted its citizens for, in return for the promise of peace.
The country which when all this was not enough, demanded to receive the resort of Taba as well as everything else, in return for the promise of peace.
And let us not forget, this is the country which is the second largest recipient of American foreign aid, because it signed an agreement with Israel promising peace

Israel did all this, and yet still waits for the promise to be upheld.

All the Egyptian acts promoting hatred are clear violations of the Camp David Peace Accords signed with Israel on the White House Lawn between Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, and Israeli Prime Minister Menahem Begin, (zichronom livracha) and President Jimmy Carter.   

Israel has upheld its part of the bargain, when, when will Egypt uphold its end?!

And so we gather today to ask -- What hope can there be for peace as long as the people in the Arab world are fed a steady diet of anti-semitic images?

What hope can there be for a resolution of the conflict if the largest Arab nation to sign an agreement with Israel is allowed to get away with this kind of vile and vicious venom?

What hope can there be for understanding as long as the governments of the Arab world fund and sponsor distorted images of Jews and Israelis?

What hope can there be for an end to hostility as long as religious leaders in the Moslem world call for death to Jews, Christians and all infidels from their mosques each and every week in their weekly sermons?

Words are to be taken seriously.  The Talmud says that words should be treated like arrows, and care should be taken as to how they are dispatched.  

The time has come for the government of Egypt to take responsibility for the words, the arrows it shoots.  

We are here today to say in no uncertain terms, that we will not turn a deaf ear to the hateful propaganda emanating from Egypt.  

We are here today to call upon all who hope for peace, all who support good causes to join with us.  

Who could possibly oppose such an obviously just and moral request?  Is there really anyone from the Egyptian embassy, or for that matter, is there anyone in the world who can defend what they are doing? 

We demand a cessation of the perpetuation of the distortions and lies about Jews and Israelis.

It can and will stop when we show the Egyptian government that it cannot continue to get away with impunity its ongoing campaign of hatred.  

It can and will stop when the media of the world is no longer intimidated and becomes as vigorous in covering Arab acts of incitement as it is to cover any infraction caused by Israel defending itself against terrorist acts of violence and destruction.  

And so, my friends, let us rally today for that better tomorrow we all dream of – a time when hatred shall no longer be official government policy.  Then, and only then, will the people of the Middle East know peace.  

Let us not just pray for that day, but by your attendance here today, you are helping to work for that vision.  
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